Clinical diagnosis
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Retropharyngeal abscess and epidural abscess with suppurative
spondylitis

Figl

An axial image of enhanced
CT depicts a massive low
densityarea includingair
bubblesat retropharyngeal
space.Further, there are
low density areas(arrows)
surroundingthe cervical
vertebra.

Fig.2

A coronal image of enhanced
CT depicts a massive low
density with air bubbles.




Fig.3

Asagittal image of
enhanced CT depicts
low density areas of
retropharyngeal space
and epidural space
(arrow).

[Follow-up)

The patient received an open incision, and a tube drainage inserted from the
neck into retropharyngeal space and oral medicine of antibiotics for several days.
Her symptom dramatically improved and no recurrent inflammation occurred for
two months after discharge.

[Discussion)

Retropharyngeal space is usually closed and situated in the back of the throat
behind the posterior pharyngeal wall. Retropharyngeal abscess results from a
bacterial infection from nasopharynx, oropharynx, tonsils, sinuses and
penetrating infection due to a foreign body such as a fish bone (1, 2,3).
Retropharyngeal abscess is reported to occur in young children who do not have
adequate dental care (1,2).

Meanwhile, spinal epidural abscess is a rare disorder caused by infection in the
area of the spine and the membrane covering the spinal cord and it usually
occurs in the thoracic or lumbar regions (4,5). An underlying infection is often
present (6). Epidural abscess causes paresis, bowel or bladder dysfunction (6).

Then, speedy surgical drainage is recommended (4-6). In the present case,

retropharyngeal abscess and epidural abscess occurred simultaneously in a
middle-aged woman originated from cervical suppurative spondylitis.The tube
drainage insertion from the neck and antibiotics brought about effective cure.



[Summary])

A fifty three-year-old female suffering from neck pain with fever came to our
hospital. Enhanced CT depicted simultaneous retropharyngeal abscess and
epidural abscess originated from cervical suppurative spondylitis. The tube
drainage from the neck and antibiotis led to cure and no recurrence for two
months. Although the simultaneous occurrence of retropharyngeal abscess and
eridural abscess is rare, it can occur from the suppurative spondylitis.
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