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* The retroperitoneum is a space situated behind the
parietal peritoneum and in front of the transversalis fascia.
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Meyers MA:Acute extraperitoneal
infection.semi Roentgenol 8 : 445-464,1973
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Borders of the PPR space. Diagrams of axial cross-sections through the inferior.
pole of the left kidney (a); the inferior point of the renal cone (b), and the pelvis
(c, d, e and f). a) The PPR space (in dark pink) is bordered by the PRfin
continuity with the lateroconal fascia (in light pink) in front and the
transversalis fascia (in orange) behind. b) PPR space (in dark pink), ureter (in
vellow) at the medial part. ¢) In the pelvis, the fatty PPR space (in purple)
follows the progression of the ureter (in yvellow), which remains in a medial
position. d) Same cross-section as ¢) showing the PPR space (in pink) and the
preperitoneal space (in pink, white arrow). The ureter (in yellow) is located
between the peritoneal cavity (in green) and the perivascular space (in orange).
e) Simplified axial MRI view showing the peritoneal space (in green). The PPR
space (in pink), in contact with the ureter (in yvellow), is in contact with the
perivascular spaces (in orange) along the iliac vessels, which bifurcate into the
internal and external iliac vessels at the most lateral part of the pelvis. f) The
PPR space (in pink) terminates with a potential space between the perivesical
peritoneal folds running along the ureter to the bladder. These fasciae are
clearly demonstrated on MRI. Ureter (in vellow), bladder (V), lateral
perivascular spaces (in orange), and rectal mesentery (in green).
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1. Bilateral:

a.Pararectal space EERE
b.Paravesical space f{=ERptE

2.Unilateral/midline:

a.Prevesical space BIRERLAE
b.Rectovaginal space f&iE}E
c.Retrorectal or presacral space #EBIE=g{LBE
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Retropubic space (prevesical space, cave of Retzius or cavum Retzii)

Space of Retzius

P= Peritoneal cavity
A= Aorta

PD= Pouch of Douglas
B= Urinary bladder
PB= Pubic bone

R= Rectum

Space of
Retzius

Empty urinary bladder Full urinary bladder
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